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FIND OF THE WEEK

This melon bead was found in the middle of
the stretch of trench’s on the left side of

where the Roman road is thought to have
been. Although the bead is hard to date it 

 likely dates from either the 1st or 2nd
century. Due to the vibrant colour of the bead

it is thought to have been from a 
higher status piece of jewellery space 

The site was inhabited by a Roman fort, which was
founded in 71AD named 'Derventio Brigantium'. The
fort was originally built from timber and replaced with
stone in the 2nd century AD, but later abandoned in
the 5th century AD. Phillip Korder and John were the
first to excavate the area in the 1930's. The area was
again excavated by the Ministry of Works as part of

the civillian settlement in neighbouring fields in 1949.
 

Chloe, First Year Archaeology and Heritage Student

SITE HISTORY

Before we arrived on site, diggers were brought in to
remove top soil from the allocated trench locations.

This sped up the the process, thus leaving us to
square off and tidy the edges of the trench. This

allowed us to use a variety of tools including:
mattocks, trowels and spades. We proceeded to
trowel, removing excess soil to clearly depict the

topography and colour of the trenches ground
surface. From here, we removed the first context
layer of the soil, allowing us to discover our first

finds! We continued removing context layers
discovering more finds and learning how to label and

process the finds. 

Edited by Sophie and Belle

As part of the current excavation of Orchard Fields, we
are aiming to expand our understanding of Roman
Malton. We hope to follow the success of previous
excavations, while simultaneously developing the

techniques to excavate, process artefacts, sample and
record our finds. 

 
We look forward to welcoming you to the site on one of
our site tours to see how we have got on and what we

have learnt. 

THE PROCESS THE TRENCHES

There are five trenches on the site stretching
along the side of the field. Building materials

cover the area with common finds of tiles,
stones and rubble. These are visible features
including an impressive drainage system and

a clear  

room layout.
Although our
knowledge is
developing as
we excavate

earlier
contexts.   

either from a bracelet or
necklace. 
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Keep updated with regular student blogs
from various trenches. 

 
https://archloology.wordpress.com/

http://heritageblogmalton2019.home.blog/

SITE TOUR

As I have never done an archaeological excavation before this
one, I had no clue what to expect. However, the first week

included a lot more work than I thought as before we could get
done to the archaeology our group had the task of not only

removing the topsoil but also removing the turf. This process
was extremely tiring and took a couple of days and before

proceeding to remove the remaining topsoil via trowelling. So
far, I have extremely enjoyed my experience on site and have

met others in my year group who I have never had the chance to
talk to before. So far we have found a couple of coins at the

bottom of the antiquarian 1800s trench, which is running through
our trench. We have also recently found a big piece of some sort

of animal should blade which is shown in the top photo.
 

Sarah, First Year Archaeology and Heritage Student

Hi I’m Amy and I’m in the very top trench close to the road. So far we’ve mainly
been working to get far enough down to actually get a look at the archaeology,
but over the last couple of days some things have started to emerge. We have
some sort of Roman building which has collapsed, creating a pile of rubble that
we’re in the process of trowelling right now. This is a long process that involves

cleaning as much topsoil off the stones as possible: think hours and hours
hunched over the same line of stones for a few days! We also have a big hole
through our archaeology which was made in 1927 by Philip Corder which adds
another layer to the history of the site. You can keep up with what's going on

over at my blog http://crazycatarchaeologist.home.blog/
 

Amy, First Year Archaeology and Heritage Student

Come join us in Orchard Fields for a
guided tour of the site on either: 

 
Monday 13th May 10:30am
Tuesday 14th May 5:00pm

 
We hope to see you soon!

Down
1 Messenger god 

2 Goddess of the hunt
3 Goddess of wisdom 

5 Archer god 
7 Goddess of love

Across 
4 King of the gods 
6 God of the sea

8 God fire 
9 Queen of the gods

10 God of war
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